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Abstract

This research seeks to explain and analyse the changing image of
Palestinian population and territory in the Israeli demographic
discourse after Israel's Withdrawal from Gaza in 2005, claiming that
this image underwent a dynamic process of employment, and was

influenced by political alignments in Israeli society.

The first part of the research presents a brief history of the
disagreements over the demographic issue in the security debates in
Israel, beginning with the June 1967 war, considering that the
occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip was a critical moment
in this track. It also briefly follows the image of Palestinian population
in the Israeli demographic, scientific and public debates on the issue
of demographic balance in this period, as it occupies a vivid space in
the scientific discussions and prestigious conferences, academic

journals, universities and research centres.

In the second part, the research addresses the emergence of a new
discourse among the lIsraeli right-wing after 2005, citing dozens of

articles and reports in right-wing newspapers and blogs. This new



discourse ignores the seriousness of the Arab increase and stops
linking it to major existential concerns regarding the fate of Israel. It
also shows how the Zionist left and some security elites were
concerned with forming a counter—discourse that exaggerates the risk

of Arab population growth for many political purposes.

The research also addresses the assumption, which was found in
some Palestinian and Israeli literature, that the demographic
perceptions on the Palestinian population have formed an integral

part of the Israeli security discourse.
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2! For example: Kuhnle,S (1996) International modeling, states, and statistics: Scandinavian social
security solutions in the 1890s. In: Skocpol, T. Rueschemeyer, D (1996). States, Social
Knowledge, and the Origins of Modern Social Policies. New York and Princeton, NJ: Russell
Sage Foundation and Princeton University Press. and: Theodore, T (1986) The Rise of Statistical
Thinking, 1820-1900, Princeton: Princeton University Press. And: Hacking, I. (1986) Making Up

People. In: Heller, T. & Sosna, M. & and Wellbery, D.(eds). Reconstructing Individualism:

Autonomy, Individuality, and the Self in Western Thought, Stanford: Stanford University
Press.
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Lipschutz. New York: Columbia University Press. pp. 46-86
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** Albert, M., & Buzan, B. (2011). Securitization, sectors and functional differentiation.
Security dialogue, 42(4-5), 413-425.

» Buzan, B., Weaver, O., & De Wilde, J. (1998). Security: a new framework for analysis.
Colorado: Lynne Rienner Publishers. Pp 4.
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*® Abulof, U. (2014). Deep Securitization and Israel's “Demographic Demon”. International
Political Sociology, 8(4), 396-415.

7 Vuori, J. (2008) lllocutionary Logic and Strands of Securitization: Applying the Theory of
Securitization to the Study of Non-Democratic Political Orders. European Journal of International
Relations 14 (1):65-99.
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*® Bright, J. (2012). Securitisation, terror, and control: towards a theory of the breaking
point. Review of International Studies, 38(4), 861-879.

% Abulof, U. (2014). Op.Cit . PP 400 - 403.

**Vaughn, J. (2009). The unlikely securitizer: Humanitarian organizations and the
securitization of indistinctiveness. Security Dialogue, 40(3), 263-285.
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*For example: Waever, O., Buzan, B. Morten Kelstrup, and Pierre Lemaitre (1993) "Identity,
Migration, and the New Security Agenda in Europe". New York: St. Martin's Press. & Buonfino,
A. (2004). "Between unity and plurality: the politicization and securitization of the
discourse of immigration in Europe". New Political Science, 26(1), 23-49. &
Huysmans, J. (2000). "The European Union and the securitization of migration™.
Journal of Common Market Studies, 38(5), 751-777.

* Abulof, U. (2014). Op.Cit.
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8 Schueftan, D. (1999), "Disengagement: Israel and the Palestinian Entity". Tel-Aviv: Zmora
Bitan. (Hebrew)

8 Craig Horowitz. Separate Peace.. New York Magazine.
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8 Figures Presented by Army Show More Arabs Than Jews Live in Israel, West Bank and Gaza.
Haaretz. 26/3/2018. https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/army-presents-figures-showing-arab-
majority-in-israel-territories-1.5940676
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% Higher than expected idf count of palestinians reignites demographic dispute. Jerusalem post.
26/3/2018. https://www.jpost.com/arab-israeli-conflict/reported-spike-in-palestinian-population-
sparks-debate-reveals-ignorance-547121

%50vereignty is not the granting of an immediate right to vote. Arutz Sheva (Israel National
News). 27/3/2018. https://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/243702 _
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% Expert confirms Jews and Arabs nearing population parity. Time of Israel. 27/3/2018.
https://www.timesofisrael.com/expert-confirms-jews-and-arabs-nearing-population-parity/

%Report: 4.7M Palestinians live in W. Bank, Gaza. Ynetnews. 28/3/2018.
https://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-5205565,00.html
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% Jerusalem post. 26/3/2018. op. cit.

%|sraeli expert backs stats pointing to Arab-Jewish parity. Ynetnews. 27/3/2018.
https://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L -5202187,00.html
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YGLICK, CAROLINE B. Column one: time to end demographic fear-mongering. Jerusalem post.
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101106 Retired Israeli Generals, Spy Chiefs Urge Netanyahu to Push for Peace. Haaretz.
3/11/2014. https://www.haaretz.com/ex-spies-urge-bibi-to-pursue-peace-1.5323633
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104 /e will soon be the majority": Who is behind the campaign that is causing a storm? Walla.
15/1/2017. (Hebrew) https://news.walla.co.il/item/3031638

1%for example: sherman, martin. into the fray: my saddest column ever - selling surrender as
strategy. Jerusalem post. 5/3/2015. https://www.jpost.com/opinion/into-the-fray-my-saddest-
column-ever-selling-surrender-as-strateqy-393105

1%Time to decide: A Jewish Israel or an Arab Israel? Ynet. 25/1/2017.
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https://electronicintifada.net/comment/47616#comment-47616
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1%for more about the new Palestinian advocates of one-state solution: Ghanim, H. (2016).
Between Two “One-State” Solutions: The Dialectics of Liberation and Defeat in the Palestinian
National Enterprise. Constellations, 23(3), 340-350.
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Eor example: Barjosef, A.,Comments on a one-state plan for peace — The Israeli solution. Time
of Israel. 24/1/2017 https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/comments-on-a-one-state-plan-for-peace-the-
israeli-solution/.

And: SHERMAN, M., My New Year appeal to Caroline Glick: Rethink the ‘Israeli solution.
Jewish News Syndicate (JNS). https://www.jns.org/opinion/my-new-year-appeal-to-caroline-
glick-rethink-the-israeli-solution/
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123ewish population report in West Bank raises critical questions regarding two-state paradigm.
31/5/2018. Jewish website. https://jewishwebsite.com/opinion/jewish-population-report-in-west-
bank-raises-critical-questions-regarding-two-state-paradigm/29841

13 With ‘peace’ in doubt, Israelis search for alternatives to two-state solution. Jewish website.
3/7/2018. https://jewishwebsite.com/featured/with-peace-in-doubt-israelis-search-for-alternatives-
to-two-state-solution/31079/
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118 Many articles of The study were published on the internet with different titles. For example:

Zimmerman, B., Seid, R. “Arab Population in the West Bank and Gaza: The Million and Half
Person Gap,” at the American Enterprise Institute.10/1/2005.
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